MEETING OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL
AUGUST 16, 2023 — MINUTES
7:00PM

* MEETING CALLED TO ORDER - SALUTE TO THE FLAG - MOMENT OF SILENCE
Mayor Slavicek called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. All in attendance stood for a moment

of silence to honor the young Spotswood child that recently lost his life.

* CALLING OF THEROLL
Mayor Slavicek

Councilman Karczewski — absent

Councilwoman Bohinski

Councilman Duffy

Councilman Dzingleski

Counciliman Reid

Councilman Stasi

Also in attendance was Business Administrator Salvatore Masucei, Borough Attorney Joseph
Youssouf, and Borough Engineer Kevin Meade.

* OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as is required under Chapter 231 Public Law
1975 specifying the time, date, location and to the extent known the agenda by posting a copy
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building outside of the meeting room and providing a
copy to the Home News Tribune and Sentinel newspapers and by filing a copy in the office of
the Municipal Clerk in accordance with the certification which will be entered in the minutes
of this meeting.

* PUBLIC PORTION

During the Public Portion of any Council Meeting members of the Public may only speak on
topics of concern to the residents of the Borough. Everyone will be given five minutes to
speak as per the Rules to Govern adopted January 4, 2023, During the Public Portion of any
meeting, the members of the Public as well as the Governing Body shall be courteous and
respectful to one another. No comments and/or behavior that are considered disrespectful, ill-



willed or with the intent to harass will be tolerated. If such behavior occurs, then that
individual member of the Public will be asked o sit down and his or her turn to speak will be
over, even if the five minutes is not.

Stan Banka, 43 Railroad Avenue stated that the situation on his block has gotten worse. He
inquired about an ordinance for ATVs on the road late at night. The Borough Attorney stated that
is illegal. Mr, Banka stated that last Friday night he contacted the Jamesburg Police Department
at approximately 11:30pm because ATVs were driving up and down his block and no one came.
Mayor Slavicek stated that he will contact the Chief of Police and asked Mr. Banka if he would
be open to sitting down with him to discuss his concerns further. Mr. Banka said he would be
open to it. Mr, Banka also inquired about the progress of controlling flooding in his area as we
are coming up on the second year anniversary of the flooding in the Borough. The Mayor stated
that the Manalapan Brook clean-up project is fully underway with the combined efforts of the
DPWs of Spotswood, Helmetta, and Monroe. He also stated that the County will be soon
commencing a project near the apartment complex on the border of the town.

John Nartowicz, 2 Holly Manor Court stated that an accident recently occurred near Helmetta
Foods and if we could get some traffic lights in the area to help with the flow, The Borough
Engineer stated that since it is a County road we will have to inquire about a County survey. Mr.
Nartowicz inquired about 15 High Street and wanted to confirm the sanitary tie-ins with
easements and paving. He also wanted to inquire about Maple Street parking and the line of sight
difficulties. The Mayor stated that the corresponding ordinance is currently in attorney review.
Mr. Nartowicz stated that he contacted the Jamesburg Chief of Police to come and speak at the
Regency on some various issues that may be on interest to his residents,

Brian Domenichini, 16 Ericson Avenue inquired about the Splash Night this year. The Mayor
stated that it may still happen through the Helmeita Fire Department. Mr. Domenichini inquired
about ordinances regarding wild animals. He has a neighbor that has chickens, ducks, and
turkeys roaming the street and in turn he has rats, The Mayor stated that the Health Department
was called and they came out to do a site visit inspection but nothing was found. Mr.
Domenichini stated that they did not come in his neighbor’s backyard. The Borough Attorney
stated that they cannot enter private property. Mr, Domenichini also stated that they have several
unregistered vehicles parked on their property. The Business Administrator will follow up with
the Department of Health and the Code Enforcement of Helmetta.

Dan Lennan, President of the Spotswood Board of Education stated that the school district will
be holding a special school election for a referendum from 6:00am — 8:00pm on T uesday,
September 26%. There will be zero tax impact for Helmetta residents. Projects that are included
in the referendum include lighting and sound system upgrades in the High School Cafetorium,
HVAC and roofing replacements at Schoenly School, new ADA accessible playgrounds at
Appleby and Schoenly Schools, synthetic turf fields, varsity baseball field upgrades. The Mayor
inquired about the Borough of Spotswood’s turf fields and if the school district will be traveling
to play on those fields or will continue to piay on the school district fields. Mr. Lennan stated



they will continue to play at the school district’s fields. The Mayor inquired about the timeline of
the project, Mr. Lennan stated that if it is passed on September 26, it will bond in December and
then work will start early next year. The Mayor inquired about social media postings of the bullet
points of the referendum so that he can share with residents, Mr. Lennan stated that himself for
Superintendent Peabody will provide that to him, Mr. Lennan also stated that he would like to
host an informational evening at the Helmetta Community Center for residents to come and ask
questions or express concerns for the referendum. The Mayor inquired about the Weekly
Broadcast the district sends out and that the Borough was asked if we would like to be included
in it with our upcoming events and that we would go in the “other” section. We would like to
have our own section, as other Boroughs do. Mr. Lennan stated that he had a conversation this
morning and that we will be having our own section of Helmetta events and will not be in the
“othet” section. Councilwoman Bohinski complimented the district on their new website.

* ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES — July 19, 2023
MOTION — Councilman Dzingleski SECONDED — Councilman Reid
ROLL CALL: 5-0

* CONSENT AGENDA
Report of Municipal Clerk and Tax Collector
RESOLUTIONS:
2023- 111: Governing Body Certification of the Annual Audit
112; Refund of Rental Fees
113: New Date for November 2023 Council Meeting
114: Authorization to Sign X-tel Communication Updated Contract
115: Payment of Bills

MOTION — Councilman Dzingleski SECONDED - Councilman Duffy
ROLL CALL: 5-0

* REPORTS of Mayor, Committees, Business Administrator, Borough Attorney, Borough
Engineer

Mayor Slavicek read his correspondence letter that he sent to residents with their annual tax
statement. He expressed his congratulations to the Spotswood Fire Department on their 125t
Anniversary celebration. He also stated an update from the County regarding cutting down
overgrown shrubbery by Helmeita lake. Helmetta Day is coming up on Saturday, September
23 with a rain date of Sunday, September 24. We will be selling shirts this year for Helmetta
Day 2023. He read a letter from a resident regarding broken receptacles and a code violation,
We will be looking into selling the old street signs due to the fact that they are now personal
public property that is no longer needed for public use. We are also looking into a summer
arts and craft camp, Art-rageous for July 2024, The Mayor and Chief of Police will be
visiting the bus stops on Friday, September 8" for Back to School and he will aiso be visiting
the schools on September 14™ and 15" for Mornings with the Mayor.

Councilman Dzingleski read a statement from Chief Craparotta for the month of July. It



included a breakdown of 372 calls for service, 5 motor vechicle accidents with 0 injuries. 109
motor vehicle stops with 47 motor vehicle summonses. There were 0 criminal complaints,
Also, a reminder to all to lock your vehicles, as there have been some break-ins.

Councilman Reid thanked everyone for a great job and turnout at National Night Out.
Councilman Duffy read a statement from Paul Reed, Director of the DPW. The report
included the outstanding contribution from Branden Bandoy, out summer seasonal laborer,
the street name sign project, Manalapan Brook project, and DPW employee Rocco’s
certification milestone.

Councilwoman Bohinski stated that the Jast Board of Education meeting was postponed. She
thanked everyone for attending National Night Out and stated that the Borough supplied
facepainting for the event. St. Pefer’s will be here on September 6" for a complimentary
health screening, residents can sign up with the Clerk. The Earth Center will be hosting a
gardening showcase. She has not heard back from AAA regarding the Bike Rodeo. The Go
Gov emai! blast system for communication would be $3,900 for the year.

Councilman Stasi stated that he followed up with Middlesex County Recycling Department
and the robot is in service and will not be available for Helmetta Day.

Borough Attorney Joseph Youssouf had nothing to report.
Business Administrator Salvatore Masucci had nothing to report.

Borough Engineer Kevin Meade gave an update on Locust Drive, the Borough Hall staircase,
and Lake Avenue,

#*CLOSED SESSION — Resolution pertaining to Matters: Contract Negotiations, Attorney
Client Privilege.
MOTION — Councilwoman Dzingleski SECONDED — Councilman Stasi
ROLL CALL: 5-0

*OPEN SESSION
MOTION - Councilman Dzingleski SECONDED — Counciiman Stasi
ROLL CALL: 5-0

*RESOLUTION:
2023-116: Sale of Excess Personal Property no longer needed for Public Use
MOTION - Counciiman Duffy SECONDED — Councilwoman Bohinski

ROLL CALL: 5-0

* ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, a MOTION to ad}oum the meeting was made by
Councilman Dzingleski and SECONDED by Councilwoman Bohinski at 8:20pm. All were
in favor,



Melissa Hallerman
Acting Municipal Clerk
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BOROUGH OF HELMETTA

'REPORT OF THE TAX COLLECTOR
MONTH OF: JULY
DATED: 8/15/2023

TAXES 2022
TAXES 2023
TAXES 2024

INTEREST

M :
COSTS FOR TAX SALE
LIEN REDEMPTION

" REGCORDING FEES
DUPLICATE CERT

DUPLICATE BILL

TAX SALE PREMIUMS

TOTAL

TAX COLLECTORS TRUST

R S

PRIOR BALANCE

:%M L% @twea//

TINA MCDERMOTT
TAX COLLECTOR
4,806 .37 ADJUSTMENTS
35,8318
2,337.23 DUPLICATE ADJ FROM MOD iV FILE 3,640.14
DATED 6/27/23
BL 21 LT 9.02
773.86
3,640.14
CLOSING BALANCES
DEBIT CREDIT NETY
2019 0.00 (38,011,103 {38,0111.10) Kaplan
2022 0.00 12,851.21 12,8561.21
2023 {8,210,04) 72,025.36 63,716.32

44,748.63

Ledger Bal
47,806.60 6/30/2023

DEPOSITS 4,12 Bank Int
llen redemption
47,810.62
[———— i
DISBURSMENTS
000

—_—
= ———

Siatement Balance
BANK BALANCE 47,810.62 3112023

38,565.43
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BORQUGH OF HELMETTA

7431/23

TOTAL

Cash Recpts

(11,216.24)
(8,622.79)
(2,818.49)
(4,063.37)
(17.72)
(7,648.96)
(4,806.37)

ad]

(2,5699.33)

2022

0.00

64,634.48

43,418.24
34,795.46
29,377.63
26,324.26
25,306.54
17,657.68
12,861.21

0.00

0.00

0.00

2022
DELINQUENT TAXES AS OF:

DECEMBER
2022

JANUARY 54,634,48

FEBRUARY 43,418.24

MARCH 34,705.45

APRIL 29,377,63

MAY 26,324.26

JUNE 25,306.54

JULY 17,867.58
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVENBER
BALANCE

12,851.21



RESOLUTION
#2023 - 111
GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT '

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to bave made an
annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2022 has been filed by a Registered
Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A, 40A: 5-6, and a copy has
been received by each member of the governing body; and

WHEREAS, R.S, 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to
prescribe reports pertaining to the Jocal fiscal affairs; and -

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.JLA.C, 5:30-6.5a regulation requiring
that the governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance
Roard of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a
minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitied, “Comments and Recommendations”; and

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, as a minimum, the
Annual Report of the Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled

«Comments and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing
body attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later
than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and familiarized themselves with,
at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as

stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board;
and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of

New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of
R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit: ‘

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of the local governing body who, after a
date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of
Local Government Setvices), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars

($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his
office. '




NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of
Helmetta, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a

certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said
compliance.

T HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF THE RESOLUTION PASSED AT

THE MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 16, 2023. W / %
A i

Melissa Hallerman
Acting Municipal Clerk



RESOLUTION

2023-111

GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT

Motion

Second

Aye

Nay

Abstain

Karczewski

Absent
1//

TB ohinski

Duffy

Dzingleski

Reid

I_StaSl

Q“Kii'

|

1, Melissa Hallerman,

CERTIFICATION

Acting Municipal Clerk of the Rorough of Helmetta, Middlesex County,
New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy o

£ a Resolution duly adopted by
the Borough Council at the meeting held on August 16, 2023, :

MELISSA HALLERMAN
Acting Municipal Clerk



CERTIFICATION OF GOVERNING BODY OF THI ANNUAL AUDIT
GROUP AFFIDAVIT FORM
(NO PHOTO COPIES OF SIGNATURES)

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

We, members of the governing body of the Borough of Helmetta, in the County of Middlesex,
being duly sworn according to law, upon our oath depose and say:

1. We are duly elected (or appointed) members of the Borough Council of the Borough
of Helmetta in the County of Middlesex;

2. Inthe performance of our duties, and pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, we familiarized
ourselves with the contents of the Annual Municipal Audit filed with the Clerk
pursuant to N.I.S.A. 40A:5-6 for the year 2022;

3, We certify that we have personally reviewed and are familiar with, as a minimun, the
sections of the Annual Report of Audit entitied, “Comments and Recommendations.”

Z g s j/ #,.j; o~ e e
(L8 Sl i (e (LS) /’f//%/ffé%/ /
(LS Mﬁp/&%‘c‘ﬁ& N (LS
N \*@\(ﬂf"’mw ] A
(L8) \\g@%w &fﬁ;"/ \_J (L.S.)
(L.S) C%{%f@m//’ preupre (1.8.)
| (L.S.)/»/j;i%ff’f&/ P othmaibe (1.8.)

Sworn to and subsctibed before me this
R T A
| day of ieY EJ’WC:\%

Notary Public of New'Jersey

_ o L,/
'MELISSA HALLERMAN Y Y Y
© NOTARY PUBLIC / /;/ // L j > ,7-{' f,,é ,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY S T AN
S 1D # 50200786 Clerk
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES JUL. 14, 2027

The Municipal Clerk (or Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders) shall set forth the reason of
the absence of signatures of any members of the governing body.

IMPORTANT: This certificate must be sent to the Bureau of Financial Regulation and
Assistance, Division of Local Government Sexrvices, P.O. Box 803, Trenton, New Jersey 08625.



RESOLUTION
2023-112
REFUND OF RENTAL FEES

BE IT RESOLVED, that refund for the rental fee for usage of the Community Center

Janice L. Kester $250.00
Jose E. Perdomo $200.00
Motion Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Karczewski Ve
Bohinski v
Duffy o v
Drzingleski Ve i
Reid l./
Stasi o
CERTIFICATION

[, Melissa Hallerman, Acting Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, Middlesex County,

New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution duly adopted by
the Borough Council at the meeting held on August 16, 2023.

Iz 4

MELISSA HALLERMAN
Acling Municipal Clerk




RESOLUTION
#2023 - 113
NEW DATE/TIME FOR THE NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETING

BE I'T RESOLVED, by the Governing body of the Borough of Helmetta, voted that the November
council meeting scheduled for November 15" at 7:00 pm is changed to November 22 at 7:00 pm.

Motion | Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent

Karczewski v
Bohinski e

Dufty v e

Dzingleski v e

Reid v

Stasi v

CERTIFICATION

I, Melissa Hallerman, Acting Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, Middlesex County,
New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution duly adopted by
the Borough Council at the meeting held on August 16, 2/0/2 .

A

A

MELISSA HALLERMAN
Acting Municipal Clerk




AUTHORIZATION TO SIGN XTEL COMMUNICATION UPDATED CONTRACT

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body does hereby

RESOLUTION
#2023-114

authorize the Borough Administrator, Salvatore Masueci to sign the updated contract,

I, Melissa Hallerman, Acting Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, Middlesex County,

New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution duly adopted by
the Borough Council at the meeting held on August 16, 2023.

0

Motion Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Karczewski L
Bohinski L//
Duffy 7 v
Dzingleski W e
Reid ‘\/
Stasi v
CERTIFICATION

4

MEEISSA HALLERMAN
Acting Municipal Clerk




RESOLUTION

2023-115
PAYMENT OF BILLS
All bills shall be paid per list.
Motion | Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Karczewski e
Bohinski v
Duffy v v
Dzingleski L
Reid v
Stasi v
CERTIFICATION

I, Melissa Hallerman, Acting Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, Middlesex County,

New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution duly adopted by
the Borough Council at the meeting held on August 16, 2023.

MELISSA IIALLERMAN
Acting Municipal Clerk

AL
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RESOLUTION
2023-116

SALE OF EXCESS PERSONAL PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE

WHEREAS, the Borough of Helmetta has replaced street signs throughout the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the old street signs are no longer needed for public use; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Helmetta will be holding a public sale of the no longer needed street
signs on September 23, 2023 with a rain date of September 24, 2023 at the Maple Street Pavilion focated
in Helmetta at 4:00pm on a first come first served basis for a fixed price of $25.00 per street sign.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by tiie Borough of Helmetta is authorized to scll
the items above at the designated time, place, date and price,

Motion | Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Karczewski e
Bohinski v S
Duffy W v
Dzingleski v/
Reid '
Stasi 4

CERTIFICATION

I, Melissa Hallerman, Acting Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, Middiesex County,
New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution duly adopted by
the Borough Council at the meeting held on August 16, 2023.

i

G

MELISSA HALLERMAN
Acting Municipal Clerk




CENTERS S
ENGINEERIN

481 Spotswood Englishtown Road, Monroe Township, New Jersey 08831
¥ T32.605.9440 I 732.605.9444

ENGINEERS REPORT
AUGUST 11, 2023

1. 2021 NJDOT Locust DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS — The project is complete. The contractor is
working on the punch list.

BOROUGH HALL STAIRWAY IMPROVEMENTS — The project has been awarded. We are in

process of scheduling a preconstruction meeting,

3. 2022-2023NJDOT LAKE AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS —We have resubmitted the project to
NIDOT for review.

Respectfully,

Kevin Meade, Borough Engineer




